OUTBREAK OF THE   CIVIL WAR
could make neither head nor tail of this wholly
undisciplined commotion, helplessly complained that
it was nothing but a plot to involve him in contention
with the Scottish subjects whom he loved so well, and
upon whose orderly support he so confidently relied.
The precise truth of what was known as c The
Incident5 has never been revealed to history, and now
at most it is of no more than academic interest. But
at the time it made it clear beyond all question to the
parliamentary commission in Scotland that the King
was deeply involved in designs of which Westminster
had and was intended to have no knowledge. They
at once sent a report of these very confused events to
London, and themselves shortly followed upon their
news. They invited Charles to return with them, but
with plausible if not convincing pretexts he delayed
his departure. Reaching London they confirmed
their despatches in detail, and when the House pro-
ceeded to the passing of the Grand Remonstrance it
did so with the disconcerting knowledge that the
King was contemplating some design the consequences
of which might be of the gravest nature. And so it
was that when, on December i4th, the King had
addressed the members in terms that treated the
Remonstrance with no less than contempt, they realised
that there was no extravagance of which he was
incapable, and were in a mood of desperation.
They protested to the King in words that even he
could not fail to understand. By the privilege of
Parliament, they said, the King had no right to take
notice of any matter before the House until it had
been submitted by them in due order, nor should he
express opinions on any bill until it had been submitted
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